
Is there a behavior you do regularly that you know is wrong? (i.e. speeding, music 
downloading, minor tax-evasion, etc.) How do you justify it? 

1. SINNERS ARE UNDER GOD’S WRATH (1:18-32) 
What have people done to deserve God’s wrath? 

Paul says God’s wrath is revealed in giving people over to their sinful desires. What are the 
things he says God “gave them over” to? 

What is Paul teaching about homosexuality? 

When talking about a “depraved mind” Paul mentions a number of things. Which items in 
the list stand out to you and why? 

2. GOD JUDGES EVERYONE THE SAME (2:1-29)  
The predominant pronoun in vv. 18-32 is “they,” but Paul quickly changes pronouns in chapter 2 to “you” 
because he wants to make sure his readers know that God will judge everyone by the same standards. 

Why does God sometimes delay his judgment (v. 4)? 

On what basis does God judge people (vv. 6-13)? 

Will Jews get special treatment (vv. 17-29)? 

3. EVERYONE IS GUILTY (3:1-20) 
Is anyone righteous in God’s sight (vv. 9-12)? 

Can anyone become righteous by obeying the law (v. 20)? 

TAKE IT HOME 
Every single human is guilty before God. His standard is righteousness and righteousness alone. His 
standard goes beyond the Jewish law, and no one has an excuse before him. Paul is teaching that the 
wrath of God can only be avoided by being completely righteous. 

If you are a believer, or you have studied the Bible, you might already know that Paul is 
very big on God’s grace and the fact that people can be saved from sin by their faith in 
Christ. We’ll get to that next week, but in light of all that, why do you think Paul is 
spending so much time in these early chapters to highlight God’s wrath, human guilt, and 
the need for righteousness? 
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